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many as eight pages, ordinarily takes into account the nature of 
the plant in question, the various characteristics of the edible por- 
tion and how it is prepared for eating, its native home, arid its 
history as a cultivated plant. The work concludes with an index 
to synonyms and one to the common names. 

The Notes as published, while based primarily on the manu- 
script already mentioned, include in addition much material taken 
from other writings of Sturtevant, both published and unpub- 
lished, and due credit must be given to Dr. Hedrick for the effi- 
cient manner in which he has completed his arduous editorial task. 

George E. Nichols 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE CLUB 

Meeting of October 27 

The meeting was held at the New York Botanical Garden. 

The following were elected to membership: Charles Drechsler, 
A. J. Riker. 

The chief item of the program was a discussion by Mr. Henry 
Bird on " The Production of Acid Soil by Artificial Means." 
Mr. Bird became interested in this problem as a means of keep- 
ing various acid-loving plants alive to serve as insect-food. He 
succeeded in keeping Sarracenias and various Ericaceous plants 
for indefinite periods, obtaining flowers and normal growth. His 
most satisfactory procedure was to apply '"acid" by watering 
the bed frequently with a solution of tannin obtained from hem- 
lock bark. 

The second item was an account, illustrated by specimens of 
an undescribed species of persimmon, Diospyros Mosieri Small, 
from Florida. 

Dr. N. L. Britton instanced the . occurrence in California and 
Oregon of ten species of rather widespread eastern sedges, 
Cyperus, Eleocharis, Rynchospora and Scirpus. He emphasized 
their remoteness from the nearest colonies of the same species 
eastward. 
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Meeting of November 9 

The meeting was held at the American Museum of Natural 
History. 

Dr. G. Clyde Fisher gave an account of " A Naturalist's Ram- 
bles in Florida." He discussed central and northwestern Florida, 
and his views of the peculiar vegetation of this portion of the 
state were particularly appreciated. Many of these were of 
plants too little known, as the various large species of Sarracenia 
and other insect-catching plants. The vast forests of long-leaf 
pine, the cypress ponds and swamps, the live-oaks and pendant 
gray Spanish moss were well shown. 

Meeting of November 24 

The meeting was held at the New York Botanical Garden. 

The treasurer presented an outline of the present financial 
status of the club. After considerable discussion this was referred 
to the Finance Committee for further consideration. 

The following were elected members of the club: Dr. Louis J. 
Hodes, Mrs. A. C. Sheahan-MacKenna, A. J. Sluyter. 

The scientific program consisted of two discussions. 

Dr. M. A. Howe described " A Fresh-Water Red Alga from 
Trinidad." He exhibited and discussed specimens of a red alga 
collected by the New York Botanical Garden expedition to Trini- 
dad in Maracas Waterfall at an elevation of 1,500 feet above sea 
level. The Trinidad plant was identified with a species first dis- 
covered in Venezuela and more fully described at about the same 
time, under three specific names, from mountain streams of 
French Guiana. The speaker alluded to another red alga, Calo- 
glossa Leprieuii, found in a mountain stream in Porto Rico and 
also in the Hudson River at West Point. 

Dr. John K. Small told of his search for the rare box huckle- 
berry, Gaylussacia brachycera. He visited the three known sta- 
tions for the plant, on the coastal plain of Delaware and in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains of Pennsylvania. He expressed the opin- 
ion that each colony was really a single plant widely spread below 
ground with hundreds of ascending stems, covering in one case 
over a hundred acres. 
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Meeting of December 14 

The meeting was held at the American Museum of Natural 
History. 

Mr. George T. Hastings gave an illustrated lecture on Floral 
and Scenic Features of Chile. The account was based on expe- 
riences of several years ago and gave an interesting glimpse of 
the vegetation of the desert north and of the moist south part of 
the country and of the mountains of central Chile. 

Meeting of January ii 

After hearing the report of the Finance Committee the ques- 
tion of a more economical budget was raised. To meet the main 
expense it was decided to appeal to all members for special funds 
to meet the cost of the publications. It was announced that 
$1,000.00 had been promised on condition that an equal amount 
be raised by May 1, 1921. 

The following were elected to membership: Walter S. Allen, 
Mrs. G. P. Anderson, Miss Sidonia Berkelhamer, Don M. Bene- 
dict, Miss A. Oleson, Jack Schuster, and Dr. Neil B. Stevens. 

Officers for the coming year were elected. 

Meeting of January 25 

The meeting was held at the Morphological Laboratory of the 
New York Botanical Garden. 

A report of the Budget Committee was read and accepted. 
This report included a recommendation that for the first six 
months of 1921 the pagination of Torreya should not average 
over 16 per issue and of the Bulletin 25, unless the expense of 
additional pages should be met by contributors. 

The following were elected to membership: Daniel W. Bab- 
cock and Harold V. W. Halsey. 

Dr. Small described a wild pumpkin found growing plentifully 
in the dense hammock on the eastern and southern shores of 
Lake Okeechobee, Florida. He believes this to have been the 
original home of the cultivated pumpkin. 
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Dr. Stout described some experimental studies he has been 
carrying on for ten years. A large number of bud sports have 
been cultivated and their color patterns compared with seed 
variations. The conclusions were that seed variations give only 
slightly greater variation in pattern than the bud sports, that 
the yellow element is a physiological chlorosis, probably infec- 
tious, and occasionally transmitted through seed, and that color 
patterns as such are not inherited. 

Dr. Williams showed and described fragments of mosses found 
in the stomach of reindeer killed in Alaska. 



